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continuing next year; and further increases based on performnce
further increases, rangingfrom1.5 to 2.5 percent to pe
i mpl enented on the enpl oyee's anni versary date. A major focus
of my budget recommendations relates toservices for children
and famlies. We nust work to inprove the quality of care for
children ~whl do not [jive in their own homes and who are the
responsibility of the state, while continuing the emphasis on
reuniting parents and children. Specifically, we are planning
to significantly expand training programs and g strengthen
supoort services for foster parents. Recruitment efforts will
be stepped-up to assure quality placenents. | am also including
$3 million to develop comunity services for children in order
to take advantage of the planning and devel opnent strategies
that evolved in Nebraska's application for funding from the
Casey Foundation. The focus will be at the comunity-Ievel
where children and famlies are appropriately served. Eurther

| amsubnmitting | egislation as part of my tax cut proposal ich
would allow famlies with working parents to claim up to
25 percent of the federal inconme tax credit on their Nebraska
tax return. Much time and effort have gone into the preparation

of these proposals. Some difficult decisions had to be
made...and were made. This s a budget designed to kee
Nebraska moving forward; to bring inprovement to E%he quality o

education in our state; to broaden the range of opportunities
for all our citizens; and to brighten the future of our children
and for our grandchildren. You can look around the Chamber
today and see the faces of these children for whomwe are
working. In ny case, | have mydaughter, Suzanne. perfect
timng, and grandson, Taylor, who are with me today. There are
Taylors in all our |ives and Senator Carson Rogers has his
Taylor with himtoday, his three-month-old grandson as g as
his grandchildren, Nichelle and Natthew. Senator Elroy Hefner
has with himhis grandchildren, Laura, Jason and Jill. I have
here a newspaper photograph, Senator Robak's grandchild. | gge
Senator Bernard-Stevens has his son with himtoday, gnd Senator
Labedz, | know you have enough nieces and nephews and
grandchildren to fill this entire Chanber. (laughter) our
purposes and the conmitnents to the future are shared by my
agency directors, Kermt NeNurry and Bill NcCartney, who have
with them sone of their children. ~ andwe can look up into the
south bal cony and see the faces of the third and fourth graders
fromSt. Mary's Schoo'; fifth and sixth graders from Clare
NcPhee. Al'so joining ys today are students from Pius X and
students from Sout heast High School. These young people
represent all our children” andour grandchildren...andtheir
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